ST. FRANCIS CATHOLIC COMMUNITY

ORANGE, TEXAS

JANUARY 3, 2016

Mass
Intentions

Saturday, January 2

5 p.m._St. Francis Altar Society &
families
7:00 p.m. Paul.V. Caillet (D)

Sunday, January 3
8:00 a.m. Charlotte Ewing (D)
10:30 a.m. People of the Parish

Monday, January 4
No Mass

Tuesday, January 5
8:30 a.m. Communion Service

Wednesday, January 6
6:30 p.m. Communion Service

Thursday, January 7
8:30 a.m. Communion Service

Friday, January 8
8:30 a.m. Communion Service

Saturday, January 9
5 p.m. Deacon Eddie Blankenstein
7 p-m.Perra,Poirier, Fisher families

Sunday, January 10
8 a.m. Matilda Wright (D)
10:30 a.m. People of the Parish

READINGS FOR THE

K\y WEEK

Monday:1 Jn 3:22 -4:6; Ps 2:7bc-8,
10-12a; Mt 4:12-17,
23-25

Tuesday: 1 Jn 4:7-10; Ps 72:1-4, 7-8;
Mk 6:34-44

Wednesday: 1 Jn 4:11-18; Ps 72:1-2,
10, 12-13; Mk 6:45-52

Thursday: 1 Jn 4:19 — 5:4; Ps 72:1-2,
14, 15bc, 17; Lk 4:14-22a

Friday: 1 Jn 5:5-13; Ps 147:12-15,
19-20; Lk 5:12-16

Saturday: 1 Jn 5:14-21; Ps 149:1-6a,
9b; Jn 3:22-30

Sunday: Is 42:1-4, 6-7 or Is 40:1-5,
9-11; Ps 29:1-4, 3, 9-10 or
Ps 104:1b-4, 24-25,
27-30; Acts 10:34-38

Pope Francis Jubilee Year of Mercy
(December 8, 2015-November 20, 2016)

Happy New Year! January is often a month of
new beginnings and new resolutions. In this
Jubilee Year, we are asked to make acts of
Mercy a priority in our lives and to live out the com-
passionate love of God. In this passage from Micah,
we are reminded of God’s eternal promise to us.
Throughout the Old Testament, we read stories of
God’s covenant that he made with his chosen
individuals (through Noah, Abraham, and Moses).
This covenant is more than a promise; it is also a
relationship between God and his people. This relationship continues
with the New Covenant, which is made through the life, Death, and
Resurrection of Jesus, and with our participation in the New Covenant
through the sacraments of the Church. God, who is ever faithful, will
never break his covenant with us. Even if we fail or fall away, God still
yearns for our return.

Pope Francis highlights verses 18-19 (Mi_s er i c or Jdsareillus-u | t u
tration of God’s compassion and mercy toward us.

18. “During Lent of this Holy Year, I intend to sendout Mi s si onar iTaey o f
will be a sign of the Church’s maternal solicitude for the People of God, enabling them

to enter the profound richness of this mystery so fundamental to the faith. There will be
priests to whom I will grant the authority to pardon even those sins reserved to the Holy
See, so that the breadth of their mandate as confessors will be even clearer. They will be,
above all, living signs of the Father’s readiness to welcome those in search of his par-

don. They will be missionaries of mercy because they will be facilitators of a truly hu-
man encounter, a source of liberation, rich with responsibility for overcoming obstacles
and taking up the new life of Baptism again. They will be led in their mission by the
words of the Apostle: “For God has consigned all men to disobedience, that he may have
mercy upon all” (R o ml:32). Everyone, in fact, without exception, is called to embrace
the call to mercy. May these Missionaries live this call with the assurance that they can

fix their eyes on Jesus, “the merciful and faithful high priest in the service of God” (He b
2:17).

I ask my brother Bishops to invite and welcome these Missionaries so that they can be,
above all, persuasive preachers of mercy. May individual dioceses organize “missions to
the people” in such a way that these Missionaries may be heralds of joy and forgiveness.
Bishops are asked to celebrate the Sacrament of Reconciliation with their people so that
the time of grace made possible by the Jubilee year makes it possible for many of God’s
sons and daughters to take up once again the journey to the Father’s house. May pastors,
especially during the liturgical season of Lent, be diligent in calling back the faithful “to
the throne of grace, that we may receive mercy and find grace” (H e #:16).

19. May the message of mercy reach everyone, and may no one be indifferent to the
call to experience mercy. I direct this invitation to conversion even more fervently to
those whose behaviour distances them from the grace of God. I particularly have in mind
men and women belonging to criminal organizations of any kind. For their own good, I
beg them to change their lives. I ask them this in the name of the Son of God who,
though rejecting sin, never rejected the sinner. Do not fall into the terrible trap of think-
ing that life depends on money and that, in comparison with money, anything else is
devoid of value or dignity. This is nothing but an illusion! We cannot take money with
us into the life beyond. Money does not bring us happiness. Violence inflicted for the
sake of amassing riches soaked in blood makes one neither powerful nor immortal.
Everyone, sooner or later, will be subject to God’s judgment, from which no one can
escape. (cont.)


http://www.iubilaeummisericordiae.va/content/gdm/en/giubileo/bolla.html

THE EPIPHANY OF THE LORD

(cont.)The same invitation is extended to those who either perpetrate or participate in corruption. This fes-
tering wound is a grave sin that cries out to heaven for vengeance, because it threatens the very foundations
of personal and social life. Corruption prevents us from looking to the future with hope, because its tyranni-
cal greed shatters the plans of the weak and tramples upon the poorest of the poor. It is an evil that embeds
itself into the actions of everyday life and spreads, causing great public scandal. Corruption is a sinful hard-
ening of the heart that replaces God with the illusion that money is a form of power. It is a work of dark-
ness, fed by suspicion and intrigue. Cor r upt i o q qaiht Gragory the Ersassaidnwith good rea-
son, affirming that no one can think himself immune from this temptation. If we want to drive it out from
personal and social life, we need prudence, vigilance, loyalty, transparency, together with the courage to
denounce any wrongdoing. If it is not combated openly, sooner or later everyone will become an accom-
plice to it, and it will end up destroying our very existence.

This is the opportune moment to change our lives! This is the time to allow our hearts to be touched! When
faced with evil deeds, even in the face of serious crimes, it is the time to listen to the cry of innocent people
who are deprived of their property, their dignity, their feelings, and even their very lives. To stick to the way
of evil will only leave one deluded and sad. True life is something entirely different. God never tires of reaching out to us. He is
always ready to listen, as [ am too, along with my brother bishops and priests. All one needs to do is to accept the invitation to con-
version and submit oneself to justice during this special time of mercy offered by the Church.”

No person and no action can compare to the generous mercy and compassion that God has for us. Even
though we may break our part of the covenant relationship, God pardons our sins because of his great love.
God “delights in mercy”—God’s merciful attitude is not a chore or a bother for God. Rather, pardoning sins
and drawing people back into a relationship brings joy to God. As we make our annual resolutions, don’t for-
get to include one about acting as God acts, with love and compassion to everyone we encounter. If you have
trouble keeping this resolution, just remember that God will always keep his “resolutions”!

THE EIGHT BEATITUDES OF JESUS

"Bl essed are the poor in spirit, for the
Bl essed are they who mourn, for they s
Bl essed are the meek, for they shall
Bl essed are they who hunger and thirst for r
Bl essed are the merciful, for they sh
Bl essed are the pure of heart, for th
Bl essed are the peacemakers, for they she
Bl essed are they who are persecuted for the sake
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http://biblescripture.net/Matthew.html
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Thank You to Mark Frey and your Rite of Reconciliation
% crew for keeping our property St. Mary g;:g%%mz ‘X OCOhel‘l’y, Orange
groun.d§ malntaln?d each week, Ken St. Maurice Parish- 90p79 Hwy 6% North, Orange
Marciniak for maintenance and Sat. 5:45 p.m. or by a pomtment
landscaping surrounding the church and the St. Theres%-1t4g9llgl 36%1; gtreet Orange
. a
busy bees who weed the ﬂower beds: szry and St. Helen-8105 FM 1 4&2’ T
Floyd McDuffie, Carmen Lucia, Katherine Sat. 3:00 p.m.-4:00 p.m.
Frey, & Kathy Sulak and the Girl Scouts. St. Henry —475 Round Bunclll), Bridge City
Sat. 3:30 p.m.—4:30 p.m.

MANRESA - BEAUMONT

Silent Retreat for Men Dementia Support Group &
Fr. Len Kraus, S.J. Our Support Groups are designed to provide emotional,
Thursday - Sunday, educational and social support for caregivers. In the barimer
January 7-10, 2016 group, attendees develop coping methods, encourage self "

-care, and optimize care techniques. We meet the second
Wednesday of each month at 10 a.m. and second Thursday of
each month at 6:30 p.m. Contact: Jerry Ehrman-882-9650

el ——

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament
January 5, 2016
After 8:30a.m. Communion Service, Adoration will
begin with Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament

Check-in begins on Thursday at 5:00 pm. The retreat begins
with dinner at 7:00 pm and ends after

lunch on Sunday. f | i db . In th - Adorati i
To register or get more information, contact: 0 0\_Ne y momm_g praye_r. n the evening, ora _lon wi
Tim Bonnin at 409-866-8612. continue with special evening prayer at 5:30 and will be conclud-
Cost: $204.00/person ed with Benediction by 6 p.m.

Deposit: $102.00

SOUTHEAST TEXAS
RALLY FOR LIFE

(Sponsored By: Right to Life of South
Sunday, January 17, 2016 at 2:00 P.M.
St. Anne Catholic Church; Beaumont

Please join us for our 6SanctityAamilviers@r@elodbrt datei Rm,e ~omman

Keynote Speaker: DEACON CHRIS PENNING, D.O.
Deacon at St. Charles Parish in Nederland, Tx.
Music Provided By: Debbie Anderson, Darlene Jennusa and Lisa Stubbs
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Our Beaumont abortionibmwitl |ABQRTsIeQN tSalol Lyle ab Xl SaTgSoé More tha
care for the uhbbenatbiattieaed @ano continue da-imay phaegress Mo
choose LI FEE
* Please donate ‘newborn baby items’ for our ‘Baby Shower’; all gifts will be placed
on the steps of the Altar and distributed to Birthright of Beaumont and
Hope Women’s Resource Clinic, our local crisis pregnancy centers.
* We encourage all ‘youth groups’ from our SETX Churches to participate in our Rally for Life;
Trophies will be presented to the 3 churches with the largest youth attendance.
* At the end of our ‘Rally’ we ask our attendees to drive to the Hope Women’s Resource Clinic at 3740 Laurel. Please join us
for refreshments, a tour of Hope Clinic’s new facility & meet their dedicated and caring staff. ..

For more information please call: Darrell Segura at 409-720-9999 -or- Karen & Vic Soares @ 409-866-8652
Pl ease come O0be a voice for the wun
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Certificado en Teologia Pastoral
Certification in Pastoral Theology

The Office of Hispanic Ministry, in partnership with the University of Dallas’
School of Ministry, is sponsoringthe Cer t i f i cado e n(CH)brmo |
Certificati on inBSpanRBlaf@ pamshioacts throulgheuothe ®ig-y
cese of Beaumont.

CPT offers theological and pastoral formation to prepare lay leaders for the tasks
of catechesis & evangelization in the Church. The program has been

specially designed to meet the reality and needs of the Hispanic Catholic com-
munity in the United States. The CPT will be taught over the course of 17 weeks,
one course a week (Sunday afternoon) at the Chancellery beginning January 10.

There are no academic pre-requisites and any adult in the Diocese of Beaumont
may enroll. The cost of the program is $300, with Bishop Guillory

generously donating $100 per participant; this brings the total cost per student to
$200. Payment is due in full upon registration.

Please ask your parishioners to contact our office at (409) 924-4308 as soon as
possible to register. Registration forms available in the St. Francis Church
office and at the back of the church.

Certificacion en Teologia Pastoral:

La oficina del ministerio hispano de la didcesis de Beaumont en conjunto con la
universidad de Dallas, estara ofreciendo una certificacion en Teologia Pastoral,
iniciando el dia 10 de enero y concluyen el dia 1 de mayo. (Domingos por las tar-
des) para mas informacion por favor llame al teléfono 409-924-4308

St. Francis of Assisi Church The Nativity scene is a reminder of God's great

love to us and that Jesus was willing to become like
us so that He could die for our sins. Displaying a
manger scene is a loved Christmas tradition for
many Christian families.

Nativity Scene
(Creche)

In response to recent actions, individuals are
reading the law and learning that they cannot be
stopped from placing a Nativity in our their yards at
their own expense.

St. Francis created the "Creche"(Nativity scene) in
1223. He is the patron saint of our St. Francis of
Assisi Catholic Church. And also for all these
reasons our church should display a Creche.

.' < ‘[l'Ll ﬂ!l |r:

This past weekend, parishioners from our faith
community came together and built the stable to
house the manger. A huge thanks to Mark Frey,
Jackie Authement, Joe Murphy, Keith Hebert,
Burton Guidry, Charles Trahan, Jerry Ehrman,
Joel Ardoin, Max Stout and Sam Lucia
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Saturday, January 2
4:00-4:45 p.m. Reconciliation
5:00 p.m. and 7:00 p.m. Mass
Adoration Sign up

bl PED L e uad

Adoratlon Sign up
7:00 p.m. Rosary for Religious

Freedom i
Monday, January 4 & IN OuR
No Mass ]
6:00 p.m. Adult Choir
Tuesday, January 5

8:30 a.m. Communion Service
9:00 a.m. Exposition & Adoration
5:45 a.m. Men’s Faith Sharing
6:15 a.m. Women’s Faith Sharing
6:00 p.m. Benediction

7:00 p.m. RCIA

Wednesday, January 6

6:30 p.m. Communion Service
10:00 a.m. Parkinson Support
5:15-6:15 p.m. RE K-6th
5:15-6:30 p.m. RE 7-8th

6:30 p.m. Keysis

Thursday, January 7

8:30 a.m. Communion Service
7:00 p.m. Book Club

Friday, January 8

8:30 a.m. Communion Service
4:30 p.m. Girl Scouts
Saturday, January 9
4:00-4:45 p.m. Reconciliation
5:00 p.m. and 7:00 p.m. Mass
Sunday, January 10

8:00 a.m. & 10:30 a.m. Mass
Knights of Columbus Gumbo
Sale after Mass.

6:30 p.m. Sonlight Choir

Soed means /171.'

Mark your
Calendar!

January 176

St. Francis Blood Drlve

PARKINSON SUPPORT GROUP

Many people find that support groups

are tremendously effective in helping

them cope with the day-to-day realities

of having Parkinson's disease.

The Parkinson Support Group will meet

January 7 at 10:00 a.m.



