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Saturday, December 12 

7:00 a.m. Our Lady of Guadalupe Mass- 

           Jose’ Guillermo Ibarra (D) 

5:00  p.m. Charlotte Ewing (D) 

7:00  p.m.-  No Mass 

Sunday, December 13 

8 :00 a.m. Father Jim Hababag (D) 

10:30 a.m. People of the Parish 

Monday, December 14 

No Mass 

Tuesday, December 15 

8:30 a.m.  Perra, Poirer, Fisher families   
Wednesday, December 16 

6:30 p.m. Delia Mitchell (D)  
Thursday, December 17 

8:30 a.m. Marcus Clay Darby (L)  
Friday, December 18 

8:30 a.m. Lyman and Georgie Knapp (D) 

Saturday, December 19 

5 p.m. Rosie Molina (D) 

7p.m. Roddy Tolar, Sr. (L) 

Sunday, December 20 

8 :00 a.m. Thomas Haley (D) 

10:30 a.m. People of the Parish 

                  READINGS FOR THE     
                                 WEEK 

 
 
Monday: Nm 24:2-7, 15-17a; Ps 25:4-        
               5ab, 6, 7bc-9; Mt 21:23-27 
Tuesday: Zep 3:1-2, 9-13; Ps 34:2-3,  
               6- 7, 17-19, 23; Mt 21:28-32 
Wednesday: Is 45:6b-8, 18, 21b-25;  
                     Ps 85:9-14;Lk 7:18b-23 
Thursday: Gn 49:2, 8-10; Ps 72:1-4ab,   
                  7-8, 17; Mt 1:1-17 
Friday: Jer 23:5-8; Ps 72:1-2, 12-13,  
            18-19; Mt 1:18-25 
Saturday: Jgs 13:2-7, 24-25a;  
              Ps 71:3-4a, 5-6ab,  
              16-17; Lk 1:5-25 
Sunday: Mi 5:1-4a; Ps 80:2-3, 15-16,          
              18-19; Heb 10:5-10; 
               Lk 1:39-45 

Pope  Francis Jubilee Year of Mercy  
(December 8, 2015-November  20 , 2016) 

The ritual opening of the Holy Door of Mercy in the 
Basilica of St. Peter, December 8, 2015, marks the of-
ficial start of the Jubilee Year of Mercy. Pope Francis 
is asking that in every diocese and in churches and 
shrines designated by the diocesan bishop, there will 
also be a celebration of the rite of opening of the Holy 
Door in unity with the Universal Church so all can 
participate and obtain the indulgences promised in this 
Jubilee Year.  

 
.Bishop Curtis Guillory will Open the Holy Door for Jubilee of Mercy, 
Cathedral Basilica on Sunday, December 13, 2015, 10:00 AM Mass . So 
let us hope that his Jubilee Year does what is hoped of it, and brings  
people back to confession, especially those who have not been for years.  
 
Pope Francis invites us during the Jubilee to rediscover the richness of 
the spiritual works of mercy : 
teaching the ignorant  
counselling the doubtful  
 admonishing the sinner 
 bearing wrongs patiently 
 forgiving offences willingly 
 comforting the afflicted  
and praying for the living and the dead 
 
 and of the corporal works of mercy : 
feeding the hungry 
giving a drink to the thirsty, 
clothing the naked 
giving shelter to the homeless, 
visiting the sick, 
ransoming the captive, 
burying the dead. 
 
"The Jubilee Indulgence can also be obtained for the deceased. We are 
bound to them by the witness of faith and charity that they have left us. 
Thus, as we remember them in the Eucharistic celebration, we can, in the 
great mystery of the Communion of Saints, pray for them, that the  
merciful Face of the Father free them of every remnant of fault and 
strongly embrace them in the unending beatitude." 
 
The Pope includes the tragedy of abortion. "I have met so many women 
who bear in their heart the scar of this agonizing and painful decision. 
What has happened is profoundly unjust; yet only understanding the truth 
of it can enable one not to lose hope. The forgiveness of God cannot be 
denied to one who has repented."  
 

  
"Jesus Christ is the face of the Father's mercy." 

                                                                                                                                                   
       Pope Francis   



third Sunday of Advent 

Jubilee Year of Mercy Celebration for the  
Diocese of Beaumont- 

Most Reverend Curtis J. Guillory, S.V.D.     
 To the Faithful, Religious, Clergy and Friends of 

 the Diocese of Beaumont: 
  
In union with Pope Francis, Bishop of Rome, the Diocese of 
Beaumont, its faithful, religious, deacons, priests and bishop 
are pleased to celebrate the Jubilee Year of Mercy, beginning 
on the Feast of the Immaculate Conception of the Blessed  
Virgin Mary and concluding on the Feast of Christ the King, 8 
December 2015 - 20 November 2016. 
  
The Pope's document, entitled in Latin Misericordiae Vultus 
(The Face of Mercy), begins with the good news which  
transforms human history: "Jesus Christ is the face of the 
 Father's mercy."  The reflection on God's mercy offered by 
Pope Francis probes the depths of the source of Christian  
Tradition: Sacred Scripture and the Wisdom of the Church. 
  
I commend the Holy Father's document to you for study, for 
sharing with your families.  It is divided into numbered  
paragraphs.  Perhaps on Sundays, after sharing in the  
Eucharist, at home the family together reads a paragraph or 
two and discusses what it means to them at the family din-
ner.  Who can predict what might come from such sharing 
among parents, children and grandchildren?  The website of 
the diocese provides a link to the document: 
www.dioceseofbmt.org  
   
                          +Curtis J. Guillory, S.V.D., D.D., Bishop of Beaumont 
                      

HOW TO ADDRESS THE SYRIAN REFUGEE CRISIS IN A HUMANE WAY by Todd Scribner 

Found lying face down and lifeless on a Turkish beach, the three-year-old Syrian boy, Aylan Kurdi, was another victim of 
the violence in Syria that had caused his family to flee their home in pursuit of a better life elsewhere. As tragic and unnec-
essary as his death was, his case was not an isolated event. More than four million refugees have fled the region since 
2010, with most taking shelter in surrounding countries. Many thousands have died in the process; countless others strug-
gle with the daily ritual of just trying to survive. Despite initial efforts to provide a humanitarian response to these refugee 
populations, signs of strain are clearly beginning to set in as leaders of countries throughout the region have begun to 
tighten their borders and restrict further access. 

Reflecting on this expanding and deepening problem, Archbishop Joseph Kurtz of Louisville, KY, president of the Unit-

ed States Conference of Catholic Bishops, urged all Catholics in the United States and others of good will to express 

openness and welcome to these refugees, who are escaping desperate situations in order to survive. Regardless of their 

religious affiliation or national origin, these refugees are all human personsðmade in the image of God, bearing inherent 

dignity, and deserving our respect and care and protection by law from persecution. 

Recognizing that inaction will have dire consequences for the many vulnerable refugees who are seeking a place of safe-

ty, the Catholic bishops of the United States have made a number of recommendations related to this problem. These  

include: 
Ending the conflict in the region and establishing a workable peace, which is of paramount importance. 
Building an inclusive and lasting peace to allow Syrian refugeesðalso including those who are ethnic and religious 
 minoritiesðto return home, rebuild their communities, and share in the governance of their country. 
Providing humanitarian assistance to Syrian refugees who have fled to neighboring refugee countries 
Providing development aid to refugee host countries near Syria so they are able to properly welcome and care for the  
refugees. 
Authorizing the admission and resettlement of 200,000 refugees into the US from refugee countries across the world,  
including 100,000 resettlement slots designated for the most vulnerable refugees fleeing the Syria conflict. 
 

Please, take a moment to learn what steps you can take to help Syrian and other refugees in their moment of need. 

Copyright É 2015, United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, Washington, DC. All rights reserved  

PRAYER 

THERE IS A LIGHT IN THIS WORLD 

Loving Jesus, 

In your name, we mark this season: 
As we bring forth light to defy the 
claims of darkness, 
As we bring forth joy and song to de-
fy the claims of sadness, 
As we bring forth a spirit of generosity to defy the 
claims of want, 
As we bring forth peace to defy the claims of war. 

That in the darkest, saddest, most wanting, warring 
corner of the world, 
All may look to Bethlehem 
Where, in the humblest of circumstances, 
In a time of repression 
From the person of a poor refugee woman 
In the filth of a manger 
In the form of a most vulnerable child 
You came among us to say, ñNo, there is a light in this 
world.ò 

Let us be this light to others. 
Let us be the fruit of the branch of Jesseôs tree. 
Let us be the bearers of the indescribable gift that is 
your grace. 
And so defy all false claims on your people and their 
dignity. 

And so, may you be born anew, into every season 
Into every age 

Into every land and every human heart. Maranatha! 
Come, Lord Jesus, come. Amen Copyright É 2015, United States 
Conference of Catholic Bishops, Washington, DC. All rights reserved  
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¢ƘŜ YƴƛƎƘǘǎ ƻŦ /ƻƭǳƳōǳǎ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ŦŜǿ ƛǘŜƳǎ ŦƻǊ ǎŀƭŜ ǘƻ ǇǊƻƳƻǘŜ 
ǘƘŜ ǘǊǳŜ ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ ŀƴŘ ƻǳǊ ƘŜǊƛǘŀƎŜ ŀǎ ŀ /ƘǊƛǎǝŀƴ  
bŀǝƻƴΦ  hƴŜ ƛǎ ŀ ǿƛƴŘƻǿ ŘŜŎŀƭ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎƘŀǇŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǝƴŜƴǘŀƭ 
¦Φ{Φ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ ƅŀƎ ǿŀǾƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘǎ άhƴŜ bŀǝƻƴ 
¦ƴŘŜǊ DƻŘέ ŜȄǇǊŜǎǎŜŘ ǘƘŜǊŜƻƴΦ  ²ƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǇŜǊǎƛǎǘŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
YƴƛƎƘǘǎ ƻŦ /ƻƭǳƳōǳǎΣ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘǎ ά¦ƴŘŜǊ DƻŘέ ǿŜǊŜ ŀŘŘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 
tƭŜŘƎŜ ƻŦ !ƭƭŜƎƛŀƴŎŜ ōȅ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ 9ƛǎŜƴƘƻǿŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ¦Φ{Φ  
/ƻƴƎǊŜǎǎ ƛƴ мфрпΦ !ƴƻǘƘŜǊ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ άYŜŜǇ /ƘǊƛǎǘ Lƴ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎέ  
ǾŜƘƛŎƭŜ ƳŀƎƴŜǘΦ  ¢ƘŜ ƳŀƎƴŜǘǎ ǎŜƭƭ ŦƻǊ Ϸр ŜŀŎƘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǿƛƴŘƻǿ 
ŘŜŎŀƭ ǎŜƭƭǎ ŦƻǊ Ϸп ŜŀŎƘΦ   
 
The Knights of Columbus are also conducting a fundraising 
campaign to help Christians in the Middle East. The KC’s are 
participating in a refugee Solidarity Cross program by selling 5-
inch olive wood crosses.  They are $10.00 each.  The crosses are 
handmade in Bethlehem and are a beautiful symbol of our soli-
darity with these suffering brothers and sisters in the faith and a 
daily reminder in our homes to pray for them.  The cross is a 
symbol of suffering, of unity, and of hope!  !ƭƭ ǇǊƻŎŜŜŘǎ ƎƻŜǎ to 
the persecuted Christians in the Middle East!   LŦ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ƛƴǘŜǊπ
ŜǎǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǇǳǊŎƘŀǎƛƴƎ ŀƴȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜǎŜ ƛǘŜƳǎΣ ŀǎƪ ŀƴȅ Y/ ƻǊ Ŏŀƭƭ {Ŏƻǧ 
wƻƭƭƛƴǎ ŀǘ плф-ууо-нсфмΦ                               

Knights of  
Columbus 

KEEP CHRIST IN CHRISTMAS POSTER CONTEST 
The Knights of Columbus are sponsoring a “Keep Christ In 
Christmas Poster Contest” which is open to all parish young 
people between the ages of 5 and 14.  Age eligibility is  
determined by the age of the contestant as of November 1.  
Each poster must reflect the “Keep Christ In Christmas” theme 
with a visual image.  Contest entrants compete in one of three 
age groups- ages 5-7, ages 8-10, and ages 11-14.  A $25 cash 
prize will go to the winner in each age group.  The contest will 
have up to five levels of competition: council, district, regional, 
state and international.  Posters must be 11” x 17”, reflect the 
concept, layout, slogan and visual images of one person, and 
the entrants name and age should be printed on the 

From the Desk of the Diocese-Office of Worship: 
 
Christmas, December 25, 2015, IS A HOLYDAY OF 
OBLIGATION.  Christmas IS ALWAYS a day of obli-
gation. 
January 1, 2016, The Octave day of Christmas: Feast of 
The Blessed Virgin Mary, the Mother of God, falls on a 
FRIDAY in 2016 and IS A HOLYDAY OF OBLIGA-
TION in 2016.   

Eastern Vicariate Penance Service 
Tuesday, December 15 at 6 p.m. As part of Pope 
Francis Jubilee Year of Mercy, there will be a 
Communal Penance Service with Individual  
Confession at St. Francis Church. Other priests 
from area churches have accepted an invitation to 
assist with the Sacrament of Reconciliation on that 
evening. 

Servicio del Este Vicariato Penitencia  
 

Martes, 15 de diciembre al 6 p.m. Como parte del Papa 
Francis Año Jubilar de la Misericordia, habrá una Ser-
vicio Penitencia Comunitaria con individual Confes-
sion.at Iglesia de San Francisco. Otros sacerdotes de las 
iglesias del área han aceptado una invitación para asistir 
con el Sacramento de la Reconciliación en esa noche. 

Rite of Reconciliation 
St. Mary Church-912 W. Cherry, Orange 

Sat. 3:30 p.m.-4:00 p.m. 
St. Maurice Parish-9079 Hwy 62 North, Orange 

Sat. 5:45 p.m. or by appointment 
St. Therese-1409 N. 6th Street, Orange 

Sat. 3:15-3:55 p.m. 
St. Helen-8105 FM 1442, Orange 

Sat. 3:00 p.m.-4:00 p.m. 
St. Henry –475 Round Bunch, Bridge City 

Sat. 3:30 p.m.–4:30 p.m. 

The Knights of Columbus will cook gumbo this 
weekend and serve it Sunday morning December 
13th.  The St. Francis Altar Society will have their “St. Nick arts 
and crafts sale” and ”bake sale” in the San Damiano center at 
the same time we sell gumbo.  The gumbo and potato salad is 
$8.00.   

 Dementia Support Group 
Our Support Groups are designed to provide emotional, educa-
tional and social support for caregivers. In the group, attendees 
develop coping methods, encourage self-care, and optimize care 
techniques. We meet the second Wednesday of each month at 

10 a.m. and second Thursday of each month at 6:30 p.m. Contact: 
Jerry Ehrman-882-9650 

Juan de la Cruz 

1542ï1591  
Memorialð14 de diciembre 
Juan, Doctor de la Iglesia, es 
tambi®n uno de sus m§s 

grandes m²sticos y poetas. £l naci· en Espa¶a y se 
llam· Juan de Yepes de Ćlvarez, fue criado por su 
madre y, en 1563, ingres· a un monasterio carmel-
ita y fue ordenado en 1567. Al darse cuenta que los 
carmelitas eran muy relajados, Juan se uni· a San-
ta Teresa de Ćvila para reformar la orden. En 1568, 
estableci· la primera casa reformada para los va-
rones, tomando el nombre de Juan de la Cruz. £l 
encontr· mucha oposici·n e, incluso, estuvo preso 
por nueve meses en la celda de un monasterio en 
donde empez· a escribir sus poemas. Una de sus 
obras m§s famosas es La noche oscura del alma. 
Solo despu®s de su fallecimiento, Juan fue recono-
cido como el cofundador de los Carmelitas Descal-
zos. £l es el santo patr·n de los m²sticos y de los 
poetas. Copyright É 2015, Catholic News Service (CNS),  



third Sunday of Advent 

 

Saturday, December 12 

7 a.m.-Mass in honor of 

Our Lady of Guadalupe  

with reception after Mass 
Reconciliation 4 –4:45p 

5:00 p.m. Mass-Year of Mercy  

                 Healing Mass 
No 7 p.m. Mass 

Sunday, December 13 

8:00 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. Mass 
After Mass KC Gumbo and  

St. Nick Craft/Bake Sale- 
6:30 p.m. Sonlight Choir 
Monday, December 14 

No Mass 
6:00 p.m. Adult Choir 

Tuesday, December 15 
8:30 a.m. Mass 

6:00 p.m.-Eastern Vicariate Penance  

           Service with Individual Confession 
5:45 a.m. Men’s Faith Sharing 

6:15 a.m. Women’s Faith Sharing 
7:00 p.m. RCIA 

Wednesday, December 16 

6:30 p.m.– Mass 
5:15-6:15– R.E. -K-6;     5:15-6:30 p.m.-R.E.7-8 

6:30-8:30 p.m.-Keysis 
 RE-Practice Nativity Play-  

Thursday, December 17 

8:30 a.m. Mass 

Friday, December 18 

8:30 a.m-Mass 

Saturday, December 19 
4:00-4:45 p.m. Reconciliation 

5:00 p.m. and 7:00 p.m. Mass 

Sunday, December 20 
8:00 a,m. and 10:30 a.m. Mass 

6:30 p.m. Sonlight Choir 

 

Stewardship of Treasure  

December 6/7  

Needed each week ð11,873.00 

Weekend Collection -(including building 

fund) - 

                                     $ 9,593.00 

                Under goal -$ 2,280.00 

 

Year to Date Shortage-$24,089.00 

 

YTD needed 

       11,873 x 23= $273,079.00 

YTD as of Dec 6- $248,990.00 

2015 Bishop’s Faith Appeal 
Status Report 

The November 13, 2015 BFA 
Report shows that we have 52 
pledges outstanding for a total 
of $8,730.  If you are still pay-
ing on your pledge, please 
continue.  All payments must 
be received at the pastoral 
center by December 31, 2015 
for them to be credited to the 
2015 BFA. 

#%,%"2!4).' ρςπ 9%!23 /& #!4(/,)#  
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! ÎÕÒÔÕÒÉÎÇ ÅÎÖÉÒÏÎÍÅÎÔ ÔÈÁÔ  

ÐÒÏÖÉÄÅÓȡ 

¶ ÃÕÌÔÕÒÁÌ ÄÉÖÅÒÓÉÔÙ  

¶ ÓÐÉÒÉÔÕÁÌ ÄÅÖÅÌÏÐÍÅÎÔ 
¶ ÓÔÒÏÎÇ ÃÏÌÌÅÇÅ ÐÒÅÐÁÒÁÔÉÏÎ 

¶ ÉÎÖÏÌÖÅÍÅÎÔ ÏÐÐÏÒÔÕÎÉÔÉÅÓ  
#ÁÌÌ ÔÏ ÓÃÈÅÄÕÌÅ ÙÏÕÒ ÖÉÓÉÔ ÔÏÄÁÙȦ 

 τπωȢψφφȢςσυρ ×××ȢÍËÃÈÓȢÃÏÍ 

TAIZÉ PRAYER  
SERVICE 

An evening of  
quiet prayer &  song 

Thursday, December 17, 2015 
7:00 - 8:30 pm 

We invite you to a prayer ser-
vice of scripture, reflection and 
meditative music in the style of 
the ecumenical monastic com-
munity in Taizé, France, found-
ed in 1940. The liturgy is a 
simple worship service, serving 
to quiet our inmost being. 
There is repetition in the words 
of the music and chants. There 
are periods of silence, and all 
the readings are read slowly—
so all may experience a deep, 
quiet growth in their hearts. 
There we learn to be still in the 
presence of God and listen to 
God’s voice. 
Open to all free of charge 
HOLY FAMILY CENTER 
9920 NORTH MAJOR  
BEAUMONT, TEXAS  
TEL: (409) 899-5617       
FAX: (409) 899-3161 

 John of the Cross 

1542ï1591  
MemorialðDecember 14 
A Doctor of the Church, John 
is also one of its great mystics 

and poets. Born Juan de Yepes de Alvarez in 
Spain, he was raised by his mother and entered a 
Carmelite monastery in 1563. He was ordained in 
1567. Finding the Carmelites very lax, he joined 
with St. Teresa of Avila to reform the order. In 
1568, he entered the first reformed house for men, 
taking the name John of the Cross. He encoun-
tered severe opposition and was even imprisoned 
for nine months in a monastery cell, where he be-
gan writing poems. The Dark Night of the Soul is 
his most famous work. Only after his death was 
John recognized as co-founder of the Discalced 
Carmelites. He is the patron saint of mystics and 
poets. Copyright É 2015, Catholic News Service (CNS), 
Washington, DC. All rights reserved  

      
Welcome Committee- 
 
Penni Guidry along with  
Alecia Vigil and Sherry  
Hommel contact individuals 
and families who are newly 
registered to our parish. They 
go to their homes with a  
welcome tote from our faith 
community to let them know 
we are glad that they have  
chosen St. Francis Church as 
their faith family.  Their work 
is important and appreciated. 
  


